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The needs are not
always predictable
and budgets do get

stretched, but in
our entire history,

we have met 
every single

request 
that fits within our

mission.



youth served in the
2024-2025 year

4,000
Raised since 2004

$8M
requests met that fit

within our mission

100%

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

We want to see every child in Pinellas and 
Pasco Counties enjoy a childhood free from 
fear and deprivation.

To provide for the unmet physical,
psychological, educational and social 
needs of abused, abandoned and neglected
children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties.

ABOUT US
Founded in 2004, Suncoast Voices for 
Children serves youth across Florida’s 
Sixth Judicial Circuit by filling critical 
gaps in the child welfare system. 

Created by Guardians ad Litem in response to children being left
without essential support, SVC provides rapid, direct assistance when
kids and families are in crisis.

Our focus is meeting urgent needs early, often before a child enters
foster care. By helping stabilize families when possible and being there
for children when foster care is necessary, we work to keep kids safe,
supported, and given the chance to thrive.
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OUR IMPACT
At Suncoast Voices, we do everything 
possible to keep children from entering 
foster care by supporting placements 
with relatives, friends, or other trusted 
loved ones while their family situation stabilizes. 
Often, that means helping caregivers obtain the beds, car seats, and 
other essentials required to make a safe and approved home.

When foster care cannot be avoided, we continue to protect and uplift
children by providing safety items needed for licensing, lock boxes to
keep them away from weapons or medications, and other critical
supports. We also create opportunities for kids to experience a sense
of normalcy through music lessons, summer camps, sports, and other
childhood activities. Academic support, including professional tutoring,
helps them stay on track despite school changes or instability at home.

There are many children in need and much work to do to ease their
challenges, keep them engaged, and prevent them from becoming just
another statistic. Your support makes this possible every week of the
year, and the impact is felt year-round.

SUNCOAST STORY
Fifteen-year-old Jaleesa is currently living in a group home after experiencing family
instability, substance-related challenges in her home, and a lack of consistent adult

supervision. With no safe caregiver available at the time, she entered foster care after
the friend she had been staying with could no longer provide housing. Her father lives

out of state, her grandfather was unable to take her back into his home, and her
mother is currently focusing on her mental health so she can one day reunify and

provide a more stable future for her daughter.
As temperatures dropped, Jaleesa found herself without appropriate winter clothing.
Suncoast Voices stepped in to provide warm clothes, helping her stay comfortable,

confident, and prepared for school and daily life. This support did more than meet a
basic need. It reminded Jaleesa that she is seen, cared for, and worthy of the same

comfort and dignity as any other child.
5



Children must be removed from unsafe situations to protect their wellbeing, but foster care
is not always the only or best next step. Suncoast Voices works to PREVENT unnecessary
placements by partnering with Child Protective Investigators and Case Managers to help
children stay safely with relatives they know and trust.
We provide immediate access to pack-n-plays, car seats, beds, cribs, bedding, and other
essential safety items so caregivers can meet state requirements without delay. Too often,
children are separated from family simply because these basics are unaffordable or
unavailable in a crisis.
Because we are embedded in CPI offices, we can respond instantly, equip families quickly,
and help children remain connected to the people who love them.

PREVENT 

Since 2015, the Pinellas County Medical Examiner has reported dozens of preventable infant
deaths caused by unsafe sleep environments. Infants are 40 times more likely to die when
sleeping in an adult bed than in a crib, and three out of four sleep-related deaths among
babies under four months old, involved bed-sharing.
In response, Suncoast Voices helps PROTECT kids by providing more than 1,000 cribs, beds,
and pack-n-plays in each year, including bunk beds that help keep siblings together safely.
We also work to protect children by supplying essential safety items such as car seats, bike
helmets, door locks, gun locks, and secure cabinets for medications and cleaning supplies.

More than almost anything else, children in foster care want to feel like normal kids. For
them, “normal” means doing the same things their peers do. Taking music or dance lessons.
Playing sports. Learning computer skills. Celebrating birthdays with a cake and someone
who cares.
When children have so little, even small experiences can make a meaningful difference in
their confidence, joy, and sense of belonging.
While the state covers basic needs like food and shelter, it does not fund opportunities such
as hobbies, summer camps, clubs, or enrichment activities. Suncoast Voices helps fill that
gap as we PROVIDE funding for everything from private tutoring and art classes to school
uniforms and everyday moments that allow kids to simply be kids.

PROTECT

PROVIDE

IT’S WHAT WE DO...
IT’S WHO WE ARE.
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Dear Friends and Supporters--

As we reflect on the 2024–2025 year at Suncoast Voices for Children, we are
filled with gratitude for what our community, partners, staff, volunteers, and
supporters have made possible.

This year, we served more than 4,000 children and young adults across Pinellas
and Pasco Counties, providing over $565,000 in direct support to meet urgent
needs, improve safety, and expand opportunities. 

As part of our continued 20th Anniversary celebration, we strengthened core
programs like the Children’s Needs Program, Style Voiced clothing closets, and
financial empowerment initiatives through Opportunity Passport. We helped
keep children safe by distributing more than 1,000 beds, cribs, and pack-n-
plays, and helped 136 children remain in the custody of licensed relative
caregivers so they could stay connected to family instead of entering foster
care.  We also launched our new Celebrating Milestones Graduation Package
Program, ensuring high school seniors in care feel recognized, prepared, and
supported as they take their next steps. In addition, 75 young adults received
financial literacy education, helping them build confidence and independence.

Because of your generosity, we were able to respond quickly when children
were in crisis, provide meaningful stability during times of transition, and create
moments of normalcy that remind young people they are seen, valued, and
worthy of opportunity.

None of this work happens without the dedication of our volunteers, community
partners, board members, staff, and advocates. And to our donors, your trust
and generosity fuel every success. Together, we are preventing unnecessary
foster care placements, supporting children in care, and equipping young adults
to build brighter futures.

We are humbled by the impact of this past year and energized for the work
ahead. There is still much to do, and with you by our side, we will continue to be
the voice these children deserve.

With deep appreciation,

Holly Magnan
Board President

Amber Slusser
Executive Director



Gianna, 15, lost her mother when she was just a
baby and has spent most of her life moving in

and out of group homes because her father was
absent and couldn’t be found. Finally, after

many years, she was able to live with her
grandmother who was her last chance for a

stable placement, as there were no other family
members available to take her in. 

However, there was a pressing need because
her grandmother couldn’t afford the essentials

needed to create a nurturing home for her
granddaughter.  It was our goal to change this

and ensure that she had a safe and secure
environment where she can thrive.  Suncoast

Voices helped provide a bed and other supplies
to provide Gianna with a sense of normalcy. 

SUNCOAST STORIES

When child protective services investigated
concerns at home, it became clear that Marcus

was also struggling in other areas of his life. He was
being bullied at school and felt isolated, with few
opportunities to make friends. To give him a safe

and positive space to connect with peers, Suncoast
Voices provided a membership for Marcus and his
mom to the YMCA. This gave Marcus the chance to

build confidence, form friendships, and enjoy
activities in a supportive environment, helping him

feel less alone and more connected.



With your support, Suncoast Voices has helped keep more children safely out of
foster care and ensured that children in care receive the same love, stability, and

opportunities you would want for your own children and grandchildren. 

GIFTS IN ACTION

SAFE WITH FAMILY
2,455 youth, $293,876

EDUCATION
52 youth, $11,728

LEVEL I LICENSING
136 youth, $8,611

CLOTHING AND FOOD
1,287 youth, $81,746

SOCIAL NORMALCY
281 youth, $27,294

SAFE TRAVEL
224 youth, $25,307

HEALTH AND LEGAL
9 youth, $328

OPPORTUNITY
PASSPORT
212 youth, $116,826

Voices provides beds, pack-n-plays,
safety equipment and more to help
safe, loving grandparents, aunts and
uncles to take custody of the children
in their family to keep them out of
foster care.

Voices provides homes with safety
items to help keep kids safe with a
relative caregiver and help prevent
them from entering the foster care
system.

Voices provides emergency food and
clothing access when food pantries
and other services aren’t accessible.

Voices provides children with access
to activities, camps, music lessons,
basketball shoes, prom dresses, field
trips and more that are not funded by
the State of Florida.

Voices provides children with
uniforms, laptops, tablets, backpacks,
school supplies and more.

Voices provides young people with
bikes, bike helmets, strollers, car seats
and more.

Voices helps children receive
assistance that isn’t covered by
insurance like dental anesthesia as
well as help with legal fees for youth
who have completed community
service and who are working toward
education and career goals.

Learn more about this financial
education and savings match program
on page 12.

9



Needs served
through requests

3,524
Fulfilled in requested

unmet needs

$404,275

Celebrating
Milestone Packages

Delivered

12

PROGRAM UPDATES
Every month, children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties enter the child welfare system through no
fault of their own, often removed from their homes due to abuse, neglect, or abandonment.
While state funding covers basic care, it rarely addresses the full emotional, developmental, and
practical needs that arise from trauma and instability.

Our Children’s Needs Program steps in to fill those gaps by working to prevent unnecessary
foster care placements, protect children when they are in crisis, and provide meaningful support
that helps them heal and thrive. Through the generosity of our donors and partners, we respond
quickly to urgent needs such as safe beds, cribs, car seats, clothing, 
and safety items. We also fund enrichment opportunities, tutoring, milestone celebrations, and
other supports that restore a sense of normalcy and dignity.

By meeting both immediate and long-term needs, the Children’s Needs Program ensures
vulnerable children are not only safe, but seen, supported, and given the chance to build
brighter futures.

CHILDREN’S NEEDS

Many children in foster care miss out on the celebrations
and recognition their peers experience. To help change
that, Suncoast Voices launched the Celebrating
Milestones initiative in May 2025. Through this effort, we
created special graduation packages for every high
school senior in care filled with essentials and thoughtful
gifts to make sure each graduate felt seen, valued, and
supported as they took their next step toward
adulthood. 

CELEBRATING MILESTONES
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Youth served through
the closets

784
Value of items provided

through closets

$36,004

STYLE VOICED
Many children are forced to leave home suddenly due to unsafe situations and
do not have time to pack, often leaving with only the clothes they are wearing.
The Style Voiced Clothing Program ensures these children have immediate
access to clean, appropriate clothing, toiletries, and essential personal items
when they enter foster care or are at risk of doing so.

Through four Style Voiced Closets located within Child Protective Investigation
offices and Family Support Services offices in Pinellas and Pasco Counties,
children can receive either a personalized shopping experience or a ready-to-go
bag during moments of crisis.

This program is made possible by the generosity of individuals and community
partners who host donation drives throughout the year, keeping the closets
stocked with new and like-new items so children can feel cared for, dignified,
and supported during an incredibly difficult time.



OPPORTUNITY
PASSPORT ® 
Young people aging out of foster care often
face financial barriers that can limit their path 
to independence. Opportunity Passport®, a 
program of the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities 
Initiative, equips youth transitioning from foster 
care with essential money management skills, access to mainstream banking, and a matched
savings program to help them build assets and long-term stability.

This year brings exciting growth for the program. Suncoast Voices participated in the
CoachingUnited® Financial Coaching training to bring that component in-house, expanding our
ability to provide personalized, consistent support to young adults as they work toward their
financial goals. We are also proud to send Serena, one of our Opportunity Passport® graduates,
to the Youth Leadership Institute (YLI), where she strengthened her leadership skills and served
as a powerful advocate for youth with lived experience in foster care.

In continued partnership with United Way Suncoast, Ready for Life, and Camelot Community
Care, Opportunity Passport® remains a critical pathway to financial confidence, economic
opportunity, and a stronger future for the young people we serve.

Opportunity Passport
Participants

261
Total Asset Matches

$260,970

Survey Results
85% of active participants, 187
participants responded to the
Annual Voices Opportunity
Passport Survey.

They reported the following
achievements since entering the
program:
61% opened a bank account
82% saved at least $500 in an
account
72% increased their credit score

Since the program began

2024-2025 Impact Highlights 

$32,964
Vehicles

212 Participants | 75 new participants received financial literacy training | 
51 participants matched for a total of $79,626

$21,554 $5,846 $17,368 $1,124
Housing Education Credit Building Small Business
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SUNCOAST STORIES
Samuel entered care at a very young age due to

his parents’ struggles with substance abuse.
Despite these challenges, he has worked hard on

his own recovery, completing a voluntary
substance abuse program.  

Upon exiting, Suncoast Voices learned that
Samuel’s shoes were falling apart and were being
held together by super glue.  He also didn’t have

enough clothing.  
Suncoast Voices stepped in to provide a gift card

so he could purchase what he needed. Having
new shoes and clothes helped Samuel feel more
comfortable and confident as he took his next

steps in both school and social settings.

Sahira and Ceraya came into placement because
one of them ingested cocaine and the other was

physically abused. They were fortunate to be
able to be placed with their aunt but

unfortunately, she did not have the financial
means to provide for them yet because she just
started a new job. With the children’s mother
refusing to give the caregiver the children’s

clothes, Voices was able to provide clothing and
shoes for both children to have the essentials
that they needed to feel a sense of normalcy.

Allie, 17, was placed in care in 2023 as she was
residing with family and supporting herself when

the home became disruptive, and she was
removed. Her mother passed away in 2016 and the
father was out of state and nowhere to be found.
Finding out that her father passed away in April

2024, she remained in her foster care placement.
Voices helped provide a bike and clothing so that

she could have the items needed to obtain a job as
the department felt that the child needed to have

a job to feel successful in her path of
self-sufficiency as she became an adult



THANK YOU DONORS
Our donors and sponsors fuel our work and enable us to positively impact the lives
of children in foster care.  We appreciate their support, their generosity and their

trust in us.  Thank you to all our donors, including the following major contributors.  
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100 Women Who Care St. Petersburg
AAA The Auto Club Group Foundation
Anonymous DAF at The Chicago 
Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John and Val Adams
Mr. Tony Amico and Ms. Rachel Antkowiak
Miss Courtney Antkowiak
Axxos St. Pete LLC
Ms. Janice E. Band
Bascom’s Chophouse
BayCare Health System
Mr. Jonanthan Becchetti
Ms. Rita Becchetti
Mr. and Mrs. Adam and Lacey Berry
Bob Lee’s Tires
Broadrick Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar and Morgan Camacho
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
Mrs. Carol Conaway
Mr. David Cook
Delta Construction Partners
Ms. Darleen DePoalo
Mr. and Mrs. Ed and Celi Donofrio
Dunedin Rotary Club Foundation
Mr. Ed Walker
Elisa's Greatest Wishes
Employees of Duke Energy
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Sophia Esposito
Exchange Club of Mid Pinellas
Ms. Cynthia Faulhaber
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Jeri Fidler
F.K. Instrument Co. LLC
Fosbel Inc.

Franklin Templeton
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and Anne Michelle Frey
Frey Masterson and Associates 
Investment Advisors LLC
Mr. Todd Fountain
Gaffney Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Cory and Tara Gaffney
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Donna Gaffney
Mr. Timothy Gaffney
GFWC North Pinellas Woman's Club
Greenbridge Wealth
Mr. Rahul Gupta
Mr. and Mrs. Travis and Jenny Hadwin
Ms. Vivian Haicken
Mr. and Mrs. Qemal and Aida Hasanbelli
Hawkins Family Foundation/
Crown Automotive Charities
Mrs. Elizabeth Heinkel
Ms. Carol Hess
Mrs. Cheryl Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond and Mary Anne Hyer
Hyer Family Foundation
ICS Holding, LLC.
Indian Rocks Rotary Foundation Inc.
Jabil
Mr. and Mrs. Andy and Jeanne Joyner
Junior League of St. Petersburg
K. Barger Realty LLC
Kiwanis Club of Gulfport
Kiwanis Club of St. Petersburg
Mr. and Mrs. David and Heidi Krutek
Mrs. Dawn Kuhn
Latina Boulevard Foods
Ms. Karen Lewis and Mr. Bill Zierold
Mr. Peter Lilly
Mr. and Mrs. James and Stephanie LoBianco
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Holly Magnan
Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Kari Mainelli
Mr. and Mrs. John and Emilie Marvin
Mr. William H. Matthews
Mrs. Kelly McClure 
The McClure Family
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey and Barb McDonald
MicroLumen
New York Diamond Center
Open Hearts Foundation
Owen Electric



SUNCOAST STORY
Renley, age 9, came into care due to abuse by

her mother's paramour. She and her twin
sister are in the care of their adult sister.
Kenley is encountering some struggles in

school particularly in reading and math and is
need of tutoring to help her thrive in school
and in her new placement. Suncoast Voices

was able to help provide tutoring to help her
regain a sense of consistency, stability and

success. 15

Pasadena Liquor and Fine Wines
Paul Reilly and Rose Baker Reilly 
Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Lee and Nicole Pearlman
The Pearlman Family
Mr. and Mrs. Mitch and Dana Permuy
Publix Super Market Charities Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Suzanne Quesada
Rahman Family Trust
Reilly Frey Philanthropic Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Melissa Reser
Mr. and Mrs. Augie and Sarah Ribeiro
Mr. and Mrs. Bud and Fran Risser 
Rotary Club of Gulf Beaches
Sabal Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Carnela Saling
Seminole Eagle Riders
Ms. Margaret Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan and Marie Schoeb
Mr. Barry Shapiro
Ms. Eileen Shapiro
Ms. Amber Slusser and Mr. Scott Bernstein
Smith and Associates Real Estate Foundation
Southern Road and Bridge LLC
Ms. Brittany Stahl
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
Mr. and Mrs. Jason and Christy Stross
Ms. Laurie Tibbets-Serra
Mrs. Miriam Sexton

TD Bank Foundation
Ms. Shanae Thibeau
Timber Green Women’s Club
TJX Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy and Kiley Tollberg
United Way Pasco County
United Way Suncoast
Ms. Susan Wallace
Mr. Michael Wallack and Mr. Per Pihlsgard
Dr. and Mrs. Drew and Julianna Warnick
Ms. Wilma Williams
Ms. Bonnie Wolfe
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip and Wendy Woolley
World Precision Instruments



WHY OUR WORK
MATTERS

Florida is ranked second for number
of children in foster care

the number of months children in
Florida typically spend in care

of children in foster care in
Florida experience two or

more placements

of children in foster care in
Florida fail at least one grade

# of children in foster care in the
United States 

Since 2004, Suncoast Voices for Children has supported thousands of abused, abandoned, and
neglected children by meeting urgent needs and funding opportunities that improve their safety,
stability, and well-being. Child welfare workers regularly request help with essentials such as
beds, tutoring, safety items, and meaningful life experiences. Our volunteer board meets year-
round to review requests and ensure funds are used responsibly, with an average of 85 cents of
every dollar spent directly on children.
The stakes are high.  Former foster youth face significantly higher risks of academic failure or
incompletion, homelessness, unemployment, poor health, and involvement with the justice
system if they do not receive targeted support.
Suncoast Voices works to change these outcomes by strengthening family connections whenever
possible, supporting stable placements, and giving young people opportunities to discover their
talents through sports, music, tutoring, and mentoring. We also help young adults transitioning
out of foster care by providing housing support, education resources, and financial literacy
through Opportunity Passport.
Our work matters because it interrupts cycles of trauma and creates pathways to hope,
confidence, and long-term success. Most importantly, it shows children that they are valued,
believed in, and never alone.

329,000

#2 50%

33%

20

of youth aging out
experience homelessness

within four years

25%

of youth are incarcerated
by the age of 1730%
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OUR LEADERSHIP

Danielle Amico - Amico Law
Rita Becchetti - Guardian Ad Litem, Needs Request Chair
Joe Esposito - AXXOS
Donna Gaffney - Co-founder
Tara Gaffney - Gala Committee Chair
John Marvin - Philanthropy Committee Chair

STAFF TEAM

THE VOICES BEHIND SUNCOAST VOICES

Holly Magnan
President

Delta Construction
Partners

Patrick Lainhart
Vice President

Generations Church

Morgan Permuy
Vice President
Power Design

Kari Mainelli
Treasurer

Hancock Whitney

Karen Lewis
Secretary
Franklin

Templeton

Carol Conaway
Immediate Past

President

The Suncoast Voices for Children staff—whether working
directly in the community or behind the scenes—are

truly the driving force behind everything we do. 

Amber Slusser
Executive Director

Amy Baldwin
Director of Children’s Needs

Jeanne Joyner
Director of Financial Empowerment 
and Bookkeeper

Shawn Burns
Director of Style Voiced and Outreach

Wendy Woolley
Development Director 

Suncoast Voices for Children is guided by a dedicated Board of Directors who generously contribute
their time and expertise to support abused and neglected children in our community. With skills

spanning finance, operations, education, social work, public health, and more, they help ensure our
programs are effective, sustainable, and impactful.



OUR VOLUNTEERS

While our Board works tirelessly, Suncoast Voices could not serve children without the
dedication of countless volunteers who support donation drives, fundraising events,
mentoring, social media, event planning, community outreach, and more. Their commitment,
along with the generosity of our donors, makes it possible to meet the needs of abused,
abandoned, and neglected children in our community.
We are also deeply grateful for our partnerships with other local nonprofits. By working
together toward the shared goal of supporting children, we are able to make a far greater
impact.
 

ON BEHALF OF THE CHILDREN, AND WITH GREAT GRATITUDE - 
WE THANK YOU!

2024 VOICES OF THE YEAR

Frank Quesada served on the Pinellas/Pasco
Circuit Court bench from 1993 to 2018 and

continues as a Senior Court Judge. During his
career, he led multiple divisions, including the

creation of the Unified Family Court, a model for
“one family, one judge” that is now standard
across Florida. Deeply concerned by the high
number of children entering foster care, he
partnered with Donna Gaffney and Carol
Conaway to help reduce placements by

supporting relative placements, contributing to
the growth of Suncoast Voices for Children. He
remains an Emeritus Board member and takes

pride in the organization’s impact. A third-
generation Floridian, Judge Quesada has been
married 52 years, with one son, a daughter-in-

law, two grandchildren, and enjoys traveling the
world with his wife, Suzann.

Jim and Celeste Valenty, lifelong Pinellas
County residents, have a deep commitment to

family and community. Both began their careers
as public school teachers, and Jim later took

over the family business, Pasadena Liquors and
Fine Wines, continuing a legacy of giving back.
Celeste served on the Suncoast Voices Board
for many years, contributing her writing skills,

attending speaking engagements, and helping
build donor trust. The Valenty family has

generously supported Voices events, from
hosting wine tastings to donating wine for the
Gala, and their ongoing dedication has made a

lasting impact on the children we serve. 

JIM AND CELESTE VALENTY HONORABLE FRANK QUESADA
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HOW YOU CAN BE A
VOICE

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR
Join a giving circle to provide steady, reliable support that helps sustain our mission year-round.

VOLUNTEER
Share your time and talents to help with events, outreach, or behind-the-scenes support.

BECOME A COMMUNITY PARTNER
Local businesses can partner with Suncoast Voices through sponsorships, fundraising events, or
employee-led initiatives.

HOST A FUNDRAISER OR EVENT
Organize a walk, ride, giving tree, cookout, or creative event to raise funds and awareness in
your community.

DONATE ITEMS OR IN-KIND SUPPORT
Provide needed goods, services, or professional expertise to support children and our
organization.

ATTEND OR SPONSOR AN EVENT
Participate in Suncoast Voices events to show your support while helping raise critical funds.

SHARE OUR MISSION 
Spread the word about Suncoast Voices through social media, word of mouth, or community 
networks.

                 LIKE US, LOVE US and SHARE US!
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To provide for the unmet needs of abused, abandoned and
neglected children in Pinellas and Pasco Counties. 

www.suncoastvoices.org

Suncoast Voices for Children
15550 Lightwave Drive, Suite 200

Clearwater, FL 33760


